
California is the world’s fifth largest economy and an integral part in the continued prosperity of the 
country as a whole. Today, and looking forward, the state is faced with many challenges, any one 
of which could be considered the biggest issues of our time.  Climate change, wildfires, drought, 
homelessness, and mental health, all require thoughtful approaches built from the ground up, and 
they are all being tackled, every day, by the locally focused experts of California’s special districts. 

Special districts, sometimes referred to as special services districts, are locally-formed and 
independently administered units of local government, created to oversee everything from how 
people get their water and power to how they enjoy their parks and open spaces, and our state simply 
could not function without them.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS: 

COMMUNITY DRIVEN 
AND FUTURE FOCUSED

Special Districts are Addressing California’s Biggest 
Statewide Problems—At the Local Level

Special Districts Are Truly the Backbone of California’s Economy 

Special Districts Operate at the Nexus of Cutting-Edge Technology and 
Community Engagement

California’s special districts provide essential services that many cities and counties do not, such as fire protection, health and wellness programs, and core 
infrastructure, including transit, airports, ports and harbors as well as access to reliable water, wastewater, and electricity.  Statewide, special districts 
serve nearly every one of California’s 40 million residents and employ more than 120,000 front-line workers who manage this critical infrastructure. Across 
California more than 2,000 special districts serve the needs of every Californian at some level, and nearly 60 percent of these special districts serve a 
disadvantaged community. 

Special Districts are addressing the biggest statewide problems by taking what the experts learn at the local level and turning that knowledge into 
future-focused, long-term solutions. Scientists, firefighters, engineers, healthcare professionals, water operators, lab technicians, environmental analysts, 
and many other specialists provide special district services. Their expertise allows special districts to respond to a rapidly changing world and develop and 
implement technologies quickly when evolving needs require new, state-of-the-art tools of the trade.

Whether responding to drought conditions with more effective water conservation and groundwater sustainability technologies, mitigating wildfire, or 
addressing transportation needs with innovative strategies, or simply serving the physical, mental, and emotional health needs of diverse populations, 
special districts are developing world-class solutions to the everyday needs of the communities they serve.
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